minic Hospital, 2
builda $121.6 mill

; ot enough bedstocare for the grow-
ing population inthe county. .. .
A state Department 'of Healt
hearing in Pebtuary will determin

recommended againstthe p

hospital,” Rachel Pittman, chisf.¢f
health plapring and researce de

opment at the Health Department,

Health Plan) does not show a need
for another hospitalin the area.”

e toopenafacilityinthe
.| county, which has one
hospital in Canton,

people a choice of
higb-qualiity hezlth
Sondgeroth, Cate,” sald Sister
# Mary  Dorothea
Sondgeroth, president of St,
Dominiz Health Services.
HMA, which operates five hospi-
tals in the metro area, opposes St.
Dominic plan, The company recent-

h

M
“The hospital is deémed 2 new;

wrote in an e-mail, “The {State’

‘I‘h_isis_thehospita;’sthird attempl’

“(Our goal 1s) to .
give Madison County

:pgsalto by 216 ospi- -
inMadison County, says there are .

_5t, Dominle, which operates a hospitai

lnonLakeland Driva at 55 in Jackson,
ly broke ground on $42-million, 67-
bed hospital scheduled to open In
2011 across from the Nissan plant In
Canton. St. Dominieopposed HIAS
efforts to relocate Madison Medical
Center within Canton,

“St. Dominic oppesed that new
h_ospitala]lthe way to the Mississip-
pl Supreme Court,” Davx'&Ric ds,
Interim CEQ of Madison County
Medical Center, said in a statement,

son County,

“They lost, but their opposition
dg]ayed Madison County’s new hos-
pital by several years,”

“Our new hospital will serve
everyone in Madison County and its
surrounding area as well, which is
what we believe a hospital's mission
{ssupposed to be,” Richards said. |

Madison's pepulation has grown
nearly 70 percent sinee 1890 —toan

See HOSPITAL, 7B

From&B )

estimated 91,369 this year

-—and is expected to contin-
' uegrowing.

*Cme hospital in Canton,
Miss., with §7 beds just s
not enough right now to
meet the growing health-
care needs of a developing
and growing county like
Madison County,” said
Lester Diamord, executive
vice president at 5t.
Dominic Health Services.

Madison resident and
heart attack survivor Bill
Brame is one of those people
and supports bringing a hos-
pital to southern Madison
County.

“If a hospital is willing te
put up the money and pro-
vide the services, why would
anyorg be agaiast that?” he

id.

sal
It took 27 minutes for him
toget to Baptist Hospital in
Jackson, where he wag b
e n 007 b g,

Hospital: Work would
take as long as 2 years

‘ated 2 Web site detailing the
project.

\
*~ St.Dominic wants to relo-

cate 71 beds, which would
inciude intensive care, labor
znd delivery rooms, from the
Jackson campus to create a
haspital and medical office
building off I-55 between the
Reunion Parkway- and
Gluckstad: Road. The hospi-
1al alse also would provide
CMETEency 1oom services.

If approved, hospital offi-
cials say the facility would
bring 350 jobs, plus addi-
“tional workers in the adjoin-
ing medical office building.

St, Dominic executives
said the new hospital would
allaw the Jackson campus to
ezpand some of its services.
and the company would
jnvest $150 million in the
Jackson campus over the
next 10 years.

The project would take

o 2 years,
450 cons: ¢




