Earfier tiisyear, thedtyof
Magison spengabetter partol
2Saturdoy strategically plan-
ning for the menicipality’s
futuze, We divided into groups
focusing ondifferentareas ol
the ity Transportation; Infra-
struetiee; Cudtnzal Amenities;
Policeand Fire;and Eeonomic
Development wereamong the
prixnary focal points.

Qur ctenomic development
comunittee analyzed thetity's
strengtiasand wealmessesand
“then prcsitized the planfor
futsre grovth, Among our
strenpths included eneofthe
hest educational systems in
the southern United States;a
ity thatis sofe; acity that
showswellshowsasing brauti-
ity landscaped neighbor-
‘noods; anda proactiveard
stablepoliicalieadership.
QOur biggestconcernand most
glaring weakness cameitt the
areof heaith care.

Asazresult, our ighest pri-
oritywaztodo everytbingin
our abilityasa comunity te
obmhaho_spw At e

FENCYSeIVICEs. .

Fastforward tol¥ov. 18
whenweapplauded thenews
of St ominic’s plass to build
a$121 million T1-bed hospitak
in Madison Comty. Thesta
tiaticn are emburrassing when
86 percent al our county Sresk
dentsare Jexving Madison
Countyfor healtheare. The
et projertions for 2025
arefor every 1,000 resideats,
therewould beavailable one
holfhospital bed, Underany
evalmation, this s imsatisfac
{ory. Quilcoften, wemust
competewith Rankin Coutty
for theshrinldng number of
Eeonomic Development proj-
ects coming down the pike.

Considerthefollowing:
Tanitn County bas ffinee
licensedacute hogpitals with
355 bedsservingapopulation
baseof 143,000, Madison
County s one hospital with
67 hedsserving 90,000 diti-
zens. Our 20625 poprlaticn
projection s 128,000,243 per-
centincreased

Madison County isone of
the mostunderserved coun-
Hesin the entirestatefor hos-
pitet care, Thisisawealaess
viecanao longfer aceept.

“The Brookings Institation
published areport categoriz-
ing theloca econorsic impract
of*EdsandMeds” and how
peliclesto expond unsversities
sad hospitalsaffect metsopoli-

cconomies.
Thereport
began with
thisdeckua-
N tion: "Eeo-
nomis devel-
opment poli-
cymidkers are
increasingly
Tooking to
hospitalsand
ariversitiesas potential driv-
ersof eeonomic development
inmetropalitan areas, espt-
cially incontral cities.”

With Twlane University
now in Madison'ssights, we
canpwtignore any longer our
Yiealth care chartfalls, Itisno
gecret Brat our mayor and gty
comcilwant a satellite cam-
pusof Tulanewithupto 5,000
students. With the current:
hospitat facilitics, itis ditfienlt
tommalieacase forexpanded
academmic felities. In this
adversarial economy that we
find purselves engnilfed, proj-
ects ns Tulne's and St
Dorivicsare furand few

Should theSt. Deminics
proposal be denied, hereds
what faatstake, Over the
fhree yearsof construetion, 2
$10 mitlion payrollcach year
would resultfrom the$13-$20
perhour congtrnctionjobs.
{Onecopened, thenewhospi-
tal would expense §8 milion
plusanmually for the 351 pro-
jectedetall Thizisexclusive
of physicians.

‘Whenyou factor in the
rocltiplier effect and theaddi-
tioraljobs ercated, the eco-
nemicimpacton Madisorn
and Madison County is quite
siginificont.

Toinsuse theproject lsnot
denied, we thecitizens of
Madison and Madison Coun-
{y must have our voices
heard, Petitions will be ciren-
Tating thowghout the compt-
ity Inaddition tobeing able
to sigua petitiononline at
wwwrmystdommadison.
com. Tt s difficult to projectin
this economy that a greater
avonomic development
opportupity will urface in
2010, Theadministzative
hearingisscheduled for Feb.
3-17,2010. Thisis one time
whereiwecan control our
own destiny!

Steve Yassallo beads the
Swedish-American Chamber
uf Commerce based Iy Madi
S00.

Austin Rejmers danges around with mentor
¢ving picric, Wood was volunteeringat the

AL {8
Moltrito Thorlis e Kol

Patrick Wood and claosmates at & 2008 Arn €. Smith Elamentary School Thatifte-
achoclaspart of the Blg Brothers Big Sistors Mentoring Pragram.

Give thanks today

and rest of t

Editar's note: This columuy orlgl-
nally was published Thanksgiving
Tray, Nov. 27, 2008,

S B ive thasks, Whata simple little
g two-word sentence, yetIsub-
A mit that, if followed, it would
changenot only our personal lives,

relationships and hormeabut the
community around us.

Here in Ametica, wehave x doyset
asidefor giving thanls —today, the
last Tharsday in Movesaber, Thanks-
Eiving, -

Vet how often do wegive thanks?
Dowe take [or granted the mitadle of
Tife, theair mour ks, theloved
ones we hold dear, the food on our
{ablés, ourhomes, our churches, ovr
health?

“Theanswers are "yes™ te thelatter
and*not nearly enough” to the ficst.

Takea deep breath. Miyoncando
that, be thankful you are alive.

Mastof usare forturate enongh to
notworry too much over where our
aextmeal s coming from. Indeed, my
ity has been kuown to complain
whenitis “leftover night,” Yetin
many places, there st enough food
to go wound once. Sobe thankful for
leftovers. R

Are there peoplein thisworld who
youlove? Areyauloved, whetheryou

deserveitornot? I

50, be thanldul,

N Andbethenldud
for.\he sometimes
unpleasant evidence

your [oved ofies are
inyour horne. Dirty
socks? Toothpastein
thesink? Theywere
left by myTdds, so Il
be thankful.

Lookup. Wyonare
nowlocldng at 2celling, that meags
you have axcofover yourhead, so
give thanks.

You're reading thisin teday’s edl-
tionof The Madison County Herald,
which meansthatyouare literate.
That meanssomeone took the time to
teach you irow to read. So be thanidul
foronr schools and cwx teachers.

The Heraldis publighed breatrse
we liveina country that values foce-
dom of speech somach tatitisthe
Fizsl Amendmentof our Constits-
o Sowlhen yougettired of reading
opposing viewpoints and secinglet-
teps to the editor debate issues back
and forth, zemember that youare -
Hlessed to e Hving fna freccountey
and give thanles.

Wa also have freedomof religion in
Ametica, sowhen o coter the house
of worship ofyour choies, include the

o My
Opiniun

he year

fact that you are free to worship as
you choose it your prayer of thanks.

Citen, we beeome trudy thankfal
notwhen timesars good butwhen
the economy is shaly. Ifyouhavea
job, he thankful forit. Ifyouuare
‘searching forajoly, be thankinlin
advance for opportunities.

Bethankfal for the fimes when
wlhatyos Bave isfust engugh. Be
thankiulfor a full tank of gas, a weeks
worth of groceries, a wirm home and
agood community:

Be thaukful for adversity. Ease st
much of ateaches but Gfficulty s, We
cunot conquer challenges witbout
becoming stronger individually and
ava people. Adversily, inmmany vays,
mnkes s who weare.

And be thankful for now, this very
instant, for secondslinked together is
what e is made ol

“The Jizt of things wa are thankiul
for could stretels longer than X have
intlcand paper to cover, The thought
for today, Thanksgiving Day, isthat
eachof us has been blessed in some
veny, anc for that blessing, wegive
thanks.

The Heraldwishes yowand yours
the happicst of Thanksgivings.

.

Annfe Osth can be reached at
aosth@meherald.coim.




